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Our practice of closed communion is the historic practice of the church. It is
prompted by love, both for God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Christians. Rather, it bows the
knee to the Bible’s deep concern for doctrinal truth
(Rom. 16:17) and the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is
central to the common reception of this sacrament. For
this reason, guests who desire to commune are asked
to speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign
the guest register in the narthex and
worship with us again. If you are not a first
time visitor and are not communing, please complete the card
located with communion cards in front of the pews. If you have
questions about how to join our church or study the Scriptures
with us, please speak with one of our Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe avails
himself for private confession and absolution, that which
the historical Lutheran Church refersto as the third Sac-
rament. This is made available to those whose consciences
are burdened and whose hearts are troubled. No one is
forced to make private confession, as no one is forced to Bap-
tism or the Holy Supper. Rather, this is the means of God’s
gospel to those who seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in
Jesus.

PLEASE COMPLETE A COMMUNION CARD: Fill in the names of only those
who are communing and hand it to the usher. You may fill out one per family.

While the psalmist urges us to "make a joyful noise to the Lord", he did NOT
mean cell phone ringtones, children's noisy toys or other modern electronic mar-
vels. Rather, these should be SILENT while we lift our voices and hearts in wor-
ship through song and prayer to our Lord. Please see that all cell phones, toys
and anything else that might disrupt our worship are turned

NURSERY ROOM is available for children under the age of 5 years of age who
are having difficulty the service. There is also a rocking chair In the room. The
room also has speakers to hear the service.

OLD TESTAMENT

“Behold! My Servant whom | uphold,

My Elect One in whom My soul delights!

| have put My Spirit upon Him;

He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.

He will not cry out, nor raise His voice,

Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street.

A bruised reed He will not break,

And smoking flax He will not quench;

He will bring forth justice for truth.

He will not fail nor be discouraged,

Till He has established justice in the earth;

And the coastlands shall wait for His law.”

Thus says God the LORD,

Who created the heavens and stretched them out,
Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it,
Who gives breath to the people on it,

And spirit to those who walk on it;

“l, the LORD, have called You in righteousness,
And will hold Your hand;

| will keep You and give You as a covenant to the people,
As a light to the Gentiles,

To open blind eyes,

To bring out prisoners from the prison,

Those who sit in darkness from the prison house.
| am the LORD, that is My name;

And My glory | will not give to another,

Nor My praise to carved images.

Behold, the former things have come to pass,
And new things | declare;

Before they spring forth | tell you of them.”

ISAIAH 42:1-9

EPISTLE 1 PETER 4:12-19

Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the ex-
tent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed,
you may also be glad with exceeding joy. If you are reproached for the
name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon
you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in
other people’s matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be
ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.

Epistle continued on reverse side
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The Collect

Old Testament
Gradual.................. Psalm 93:4-5
Epistle
Collect for the Epistle

Alleluia Verse .........ccccevvieeeenns p.173

Holy Gospel

Collect for the Holy Gospel
Hymn of the Day ..........ccc.......... #716
SERMON

Nicene Creed .........cceeeevvnnennn. p.174
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For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the
end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?

Now

“If the righteous one is scarcely
saved,

Where will the ungodly and
the sinner appear?”

Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a
faithful Creator.

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 2:13-23

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise,
take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until | bring you word; for Herod will seek the
young Child to destroy Him.”

When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was there un-
til the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of
Egypt | called My Son.”

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth
and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and un-
der, according to the time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet, saying

“A voice was heard in Ramah,

Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,

Refusing to be comforted,

Because they are no more.”

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s
life are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.

But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and dwelt
in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Naza-
rene.”
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