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Our practice of closed communion is the historic practice
of the church. It is prompted by love, both for God’s Word
and for God’s people. It does not deny that members of
other denominations are Christians. Rather, it bows
the knee to the Bible’s deep concern for doctrinal
truth (Rom. 16:17) and the Bible’s witness that doctrinal
unity is central to the common reception of this sacrament.
For this reason, guests who desire to commune are
asked to speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register in
the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not a first
time visitor and are not communing, please complete the card
located with communion cards in front of the pews. If you
have questions about how to join our church or study the
Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our Elders or the
Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe avails
himself for private confession and absolution, that which
the historical Lutheran Church refersto as the third Sac-
rament. This is made available to those whose conscienc-
es are burdened and whose hearts are troubled. No one
is forced to make private confession, as no one is forced to
Baptism or the Holy Supper. Rather, this is the means of
God’s gospel to those who seek Him and the forgiveness of
sins in Jesus.

PLEASE COMPLETE A COMMUNION CARD: Fill in the names of only those
who are communing and hand it to the usher. You may fill out one per family.

While the psalmist urges us to "make a joyful noise to the Lord", he did NOT
mean cell phone ringtones, children's noisy toys or other modern electronic mar-
vels. Rather, these should be SILENT while we lift our voices and hearts in wor-
ship through song and prayer to our Lord. Please see that all cell phones, toys
and anything else that might disrupt our worship are turned

NURSERY ROOM is available for children under 5 years of age who are having
difficulty the service. There is also a rocking chair In the room. The room also has
speakers to hear the service.

OLD TESTAMENT ACTS 15:1-12

And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren,
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot
be saved.” Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension
and dispute with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain
others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about
this question.

So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through Phoeni-
cia and Samaria, describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused
great joy to all the brethren. And when they had come to Jerusalem, they
were received by the church and the apostles and the elders; and they re-
ported all things that God had done with them. But some of the sect of the
Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them,
and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”

Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this mat-
ter. And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to
them: “Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose
among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gos-
pel and believe. So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giv-
ing them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, and made no distinction be-
tween us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. Now therefore, why do
you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our
fathers nor we were able to bear? But we believe that through the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.”

Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul de-
claring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through them
among the Gentiles.

EPISTLE GALATIANS 2:1-10

Then after fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas,
and also took Titus with me. And | went up by revelation, and communicated
to them that gospel which | preach among the Gentiles, but privately to
those who were of reputation, lest by any means | might run, or had run, in
vain. Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to
be circumcised. And this occurred because of false brethren secretly
brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in
Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), to whom we did not
yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might contin-
ue with you.

But from those who seemed to be something—whatever they were, it
makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man—for
those who seemed to be something added nothing to me. But on the contra-
ry, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been commit-
ted to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter (for He who
worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also
worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles), and when James, Cephas,
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