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Invocavit
The First Sunday in Lent

Pastor: Tod R. Rappe (910)488-6010 (W)
488-3046 (H)
Organist: Barbara Sexton

Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Christians.
Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible’s deep
concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and the Bi- P ——
ble’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the com-
mon reception of this sacrament. For this reason,
guests who desire to commune are asked to speak
with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register

in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not
a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT GENESIS 3:1-24
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which
the LOrRD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed
said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” And the woman
said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but
of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said,
‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.” Then the ser-
pent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in
the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with
her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, “Where are
you?” So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and | was afraid be-
cause | was naked; and | hid myself.” And He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded
you that you should not eat?” Then the man said, “The woman whom
You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and | ate.” And the
LorD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The wom-
an said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”
So the LORD God said to the serpent:

“‘Because you have done this,

You are cursed more than all cattle,
And more than every beast of the field;
On your belly you shall go,

And you shall eat dust

All the days of your life.

And | will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her Seed,;
He shall bruise your head,

And you shall bruise His heel.”

To the woman He said:

I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception;
In pain you shall bring forth children;

Your desire shall be for your husband,

And he shall rule over you.”
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