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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not

a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,
And do not return there,

But water the earth,

And make it bring forth and bud,

That it may give seed to the sower

And bread to the eater,

So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void,

But it shall accomplish what | please,

And it shall prosper in the thing for which | sent it.
“For you shall go out with joy,

And be led out with peace;

The mountains and the hills

Shall break forth into singing before you,

And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree,
And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree;
And it shall be to the LORD for a name,

For an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

ISAIAH 55:10-13

EPISTLE 2 CORINTHIANS 11:19-12:9

For you put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise! For you
put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes
from you, if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face. To our shame |
say that we were too weak for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I speak
foolishly—I am bold also.

Are they Hebrews? So am |. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the
seed of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a
fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in pris-
ons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times | received
forty stripes minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was
stoned; three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been in the
deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of
my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weari-
ness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often,
in cold and nakedness— besides the other things, what comes upon me
daily: my deep concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and | am not
weak? Who is made to stumble, and | do not burn with indignation?

Epistle continued on reverse side
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