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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and P
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register

in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not
a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT ACTS 15:12-22a

Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul
declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked through
them among the Gentiles. And after they had become silent, James an-
swered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me: Simon has declared
how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for
His name. And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is
written:

‘After this | will return

And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down;
| will rebuild its ruins,

And | will set it up;

So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD,

Even all the Gentiles who are called by My name,

Says the PILorb who does all these things.’

“Known to God from eternity are all His works. Therefore | judge that
we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to
God, but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols,
from sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood. For Mo-
ses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in eve-
ry city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to
send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and Barna-
bas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas.

EPISTLE JAMES 1:1-12

James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad

Greetings.

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, know-
ing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have
its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally
and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith,
with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and
tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive an-
ything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his
ways. Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, but the rich in his hu-
miliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. For no
sooner has the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its
flower falls, and its beautiful appearance perishes. So the rich man also

will fade away in his pursuits.
The Epistle continued on reverse side
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