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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not

a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT 1 KINGS 17:17-24

Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who
owned the house became sick. And his sickness was so serious that
there was no breath left in him. So she said to Elijah, “What have | to do
with you, O man of God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to re-
membrance, and to kill my son?”

And he said to her, “Give me your son.” So he took him out of her
arms and carried him to the upper room where he was staying, and laid
him on his own bed. Then he cried out to the LORD and said, “O LORD
my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom |
lodge, by killing her son?” And he stretched himself out on the child
three times, and cried out to the LORD and said, “O LorRD my God, |
pray, let this child’s soul come back to him.” Then the LORD heard the
voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came back to him, and he re-
vived.

And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room
into the house, and gave him to his mother. And Elijah said, “See, your
son lives!”

Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now by this | know that you are a
man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your mouth is the truth.”

EPISTLE EPHESIANS 3:1-21

For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—

if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which
was given to me for you, how that by revelation He made known to me
the mystery (as | have briefly written already, by which, when you read,
you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in
other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been
revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: that the Gen-
tiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His
promise in Christ through the gospel, of which | became a minister ac-
cording to the gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective work-
ing of His power.

To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was
given, that | should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ, and to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery,
which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who creat-
ed all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold
wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities
and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose
which He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him. Therefore |
ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your

glory.
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