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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are
not a first time visitor and are not communing, please com-
plete the card located with communion cards in front of
the pews. If you have questions about how to join our
church or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one
of our Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT GENESIS 22:1-14

Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here | am.” Then He said, “Take now your son, your
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as
a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you.” So Abraham rose
early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with
him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and
went to the place of which God had told him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted
his eyes and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay
here with the donkey; the lad and | will go yonder and worship, and we will come
back to you.” So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his
son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went togeth-
er. But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, “My father!” And he said, “Here
| am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering?” And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb
for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. Then they came to the place
of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in
order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And
Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the Angel of
the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said,
“Here | am.” And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him;
for now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only
son, from Me.” Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was
a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and of-
fered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of
the place, The-LoRrD-Will-Provide as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD
it shall be provided.”

EPISTLE HEBREWS 9:1-15

Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the
earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the
lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the sanctuary; and behind
the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, which
had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in
which were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the
tablets of the covenant; and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the
mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the
first part of the tabernacle, performing the services. But into the second part the
high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself
and for the people’s sins committed in ignorance; the Holy Spirit indicating this, that
the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle
was still standing. It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacri-
fices are offered which cannot make him who performed the service perfect in re-
gard to the conscience— concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings,
and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.
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