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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register

in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not
a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT EXODUS 16:2-21
Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. And the children of Israel
said to them, “Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of
Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the
fulll For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole as-
sembly with hunger.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, | will rain
bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather 'a cer-
tain quota every day, that | may test them, whether they will walk in My
law or not. And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what
they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.” Then
Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, “At evening you shall
know that the LORD has brought you out of the land of Egypt. And in the
morning you shall see the glory of the LORD; for He hears your complaints
against the LORD. But what are we, that you complain against us?” Also
Moses said, “This shall be seen when the LORD gives you meat to eat in
the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the LORD hears your
complaints which you make against Him. And what are we? Your com-
plaints are not against us but against the LORD.” Then Moses spoke to
Aaron, “Say to all the congregation of the children of Israel, ‘Come near
before the LORD, for He has heard your complaints.”” Now it came to
pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the children of Israel,
that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD
appeared in the cloud. And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I have
heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, ‘At
twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with
bread. And you shall know that | am the LORD your God.’ "So it was that
quail came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the
dew lay all around the camp. And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on
the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as
frost on the ground. So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. And Moses said
to them, “This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. This is
the thing which the LORD has commanded: ‘Let every man gather it ac-
cording to each one’s need, one omer for each person, according to the
number of persons; let every man take for those who are in his tent.’
"Then the children of Israel did so and gathered, some more, some
less. So when they measured it by omers, he who gathered much had
nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack. Every man had
gathered according to each one’s need. And Moses said, “Let no one
leave any of it till morning.” notwithstanding they did not heed Moses. But
some of them left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and stank.
And Moses was angry with them. So they gathered it every morning, eve-
ry man according to his need. And when the sun became hot, it melted.
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