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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register

in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not
a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT EXODUS 3:1-14

Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of
Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God. And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame
of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was
burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I will
now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.”

So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him
from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here |
am.”

Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your
feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” Moreover He said, “l am
the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.

And the LoORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for |
know their sorrows. So | have come down to deliver them out of the hand of
the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land,
to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the
Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebu-
sites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to
Me, and | have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress
them. Come now, therefore, and | will send you to Pharaoh that you may
bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

But Moses said to God, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh, and that |
should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”

So He said, “I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you
that | have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you
shall serve God on this mountain. *

Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when | come to the children of Israel
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they say
to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall | say to them?

And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall
say to the children of Israel, ‘1 AM has sent me to you.””

EPISTLE 2 PETER 1:16-21

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses
of His majesty. For He received from God the Father honor and glory when
such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased.” And we heard this voice which came from
heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.
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