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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not

a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT MALACHI 4:1-6
“For behold, the day is coming,

Burning like an oven,

And all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble.
And the day which is coming shall burn them up,”

Says the LORD of hosts,

“That will leave them neither root nor branch.

But to you who fear My name

The Sun of Righteousness shall arise

With healing in His wings;

And you shall go out

And grow fat like stall-fed calves.

You shall trample the wicked,

For they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet

On the day that | do this,”

Says the LORD of hosts.

‘Remember the Law of Moses, My servant,

Which | commanded him in Horeb for all Israel,

With the statutes and judgments.

Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet

Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.
And he will turn

The hearts of the fathers to the children,

And the hearts of the children to their fathers,

Lest | come and strike the earth with a curse.”

EPISTLE ROMAN 15:4-13

For whatever things were written before were written for our learning,
that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope. Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-
minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with
one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the
glory of God. Now | say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the
fathers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is
written:

“For this reason | wil confess to You among the Gentiles,
And sing to Your name.”

And again he says: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”
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