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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not

a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT EXODUS 17:1-7

Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey
from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the LORD,
and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink.
Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, “Give us water, that
we may drink.”

So Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with me? Why do you
tempt the LORD?”

And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained
against Moses, and said, “Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to
kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”

So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, “What shall | do with this people?
They are almost ready to stone me!”

And the LORD said to Moses, “Go on before the people, and take with
you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which
you struck the river, and go. Behold, | will stand before you there on the rock
in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the
people may drink.”

And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. So he called the
name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the contention of the
children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD
among us or not?”

EPISTLE 1 CORINTHIANS 9:24-27

Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who com-
petes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a per-
ishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore | run thus: not
with uncertainty. Thus | fight: not as one who beats the air. But | discipline
my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when | have preached to others, |
myself should become disqualified.

Holy Gospel on reverse side

DIVINE SERVICE
Setting One

Hymn of Invocation................. #746
Confession & Absolution.......... p.151

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit............ocoeeiis Psalm 18:1-6
The Kyrie.......ccoovvviiiiinn.n. p.152
Hymn of Praise..................... p.155

The Collect
Old Testament

Gradual.................. Psalm 18:27-28

Epistle
Collect for the Epistle

Alleluia Verse .......cccceeeeeveeennnnne. p.156

Holy Gospel
Collect for the Holy Gospel

Hymn of the Day......#555 v. (1-4,10)

SERMON
Nicene Creed ..........ccceeeeeennnnn. p.158
Prayer of the Church................ p.159
Offering/Offertory................... p.159

Installation of Council/LWML Officers

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

(p-160)
Sanctus.......cccoiiiiiiii p.161
The Lords Prayer................. p.162
The Words of Our Lord......... p.162

Peace is shared
AgnusDei......ccoviiiiiiiiai, p.163
Distribution
#528, #632
TeDeum .......ccoovvveiiieiiiinen.n. p.223
Prayer........ccoooiiiiiiiee p.166
Benediction ............................. p.166
Closing Hymn.................o... #861
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Why was it so important for
Jesus to be born as a man?

Jesus had a big job ahead of Him when He

was bom! If you really think about it, Jesus

was bom to die on the cross to pay for the sins of the whole
world. But before He died, He lived a perfect life under God's
Law. That means that during His entire life, Jesus never sinned.
Not even once! As a man, Jesus took the place of mankind
under the Law and fulilled it. That means that for every time we
failed to keep the Law, Christ succeeded!

Why was it important
for Jesus to be true God?

It would take more than an ordinary man to suffer and die on
the cross to pay for the sins of the whole world. Jesus had to

be true God so that He could live a perfect life and fulfill the
requirements of the Law, die a perfect death on the cross, and
rise from the dead victorious over sin, death and the devil! All of
this He did in obedience to the Father and out of complete and
total love for us. Through faith, the Holy Spirit delivers all of the
great things Jesus won for us in His death and resurrection!

Parents: Review the Ten Commandments with your child
(Ex. 20:1-17). Discuss the commandments and be sure to
point out just how often we fail to keep them. Remind your
child that because of Christ’s perfect sacrifice on the cross,
in faith we have the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.
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Sunday School Notes
Week of: Sunday, January 31, 2021

Season: Epiphany

Today is: The 4th Sunday after Epiphany, also Septuagesi-
ma Sunday. “Septuagesima” is Latin for “seventieth”, marking 70

days before Easter.

“Epiphany” is Greek for “to reveal “or “make manifest”. During
this season, we focus on the revelation of “who” Jesus is: true God
and man. The Festival of Epiphany begins with the reading of the
magi’s visit to Jesus, where they present their gifts to the newborn
king, Christ, the Son of God.

Church Paraments: The church paraments are now green.
Epiphany is green, like in the Trinity season. Epiphany's message
of Christ's revelation to the Gentiles calls for the use of green-the
color symbolic of growth.

Sunday School Lesson: Today we continued in Acts and learned
about Philip in “A Deacon Delivers” (Acts 8:26-40). Directed by an
angel, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official reading from the
Book of Isaiah while riding in his chariot. Realizing the Ethiopian
needs help to understand the Scriptures, Philip steps in. After in-
structing the Ethiopian, Philip baptizes the man and then is carried
away by the Spirit to Azotus.

Parents: As we talked about a few times, we cannot save
ourselves, come to faith by ourselves or own decisions, and with-
out faith, we cannot understand the Word of Christ. The Holy Spir-
it works through Word and water to bring us to faith in Jesus as
our Savior. Remind your children they are a baptized child of God
and we are called to hear God’s word and share it with others,
equipped by the Holy Spirit.

Bible Verse: “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17

Reminders: We welcome children Pre-K through 5" grade
to join Sunday School at 9am. Please join us for potluck
after Divine Service!
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HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 20:1-16

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And
he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and whatever is right | will give you.” So they went. Again he went out about the sixth and the
ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, and said to
them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.” He said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.’

“So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their wages, beginning with the last to the first.” And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour,
they each received a denarius. But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and they
likewise received each a denarius. And when they had received it, they complained against the landown-
er, saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the
burden and the heat of the day.” But he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong. Did
you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is yours and go your way. | wish to give to this last man the
same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what | wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because | am
good?’ So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen.”
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