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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not

a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT
And God spoke all these words, saying:

EXODUS 20:1-17

‘I am the LoRD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.

“You shall have no other gods before Me.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of any-
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve
them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those
who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and
keep My commandments.

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the
LorbD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.

“‘Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor
and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD
your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter,
nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your
stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed
it.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon
the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox,
nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”

EPISTLE ROMAN 6:1-11

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, cer-
tainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this,
that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who
has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe
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that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no
longer has dominion over Him.

For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.

Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:17-26

“Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill.

For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the
law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the king-
dom of heaven. For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Phar-
isees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of
the judgment.’ But | say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judg-
ment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, “You fool!" shall
be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has some-
thing against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift. Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adver-
sary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. Assuredly, | say
to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.
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Sunday School Notes
Week of: Sunday, July 19, 2020
Season: Trinity
Today is: The 6" Sunday after Trinity. Trinity season lasts several weeks,

leading us into the Advent season. In the Church year we now celebrate the
doctrine of the Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Today we also commemorate Saint Mary Magdalene and Saint James (the
Elder). During our final hymn ("By All Your Saints in Warfare”) we sing about
them in the final verses 20-21:

"All praise for Mary Magdalene,
Whose wholeness was restored
By You, her faithful master,
Her Savior and her Lord.

On Easter morning early

A word from You sufficed;

For she was first to see You,
Her Lord, the risen Christ.”

"O Lord, for James we praise You,
Who fell to Herod’s sword;

He drank the cup of suffring

And thus fulfilled Your word.

Lord, curb our vain impatience
For glory and for fame,

Equip us for such suffrings

Church Paraments: The church paraments are now green. This season is
sometimes referred to as “the green meadow” season—as there are several
weeks in this season and the Sundays to come emphasize and teach us about
growing and maturing as believers of Jesus Christ.

There is also one red banner for St. James and one white banner for St.

Mary Magdalene on the showbread table.

Symbol: The 3 scalloped shells are for St. James.
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July 31-Auqust 2 — Sunago

Sunago 2020 retreat location: 3404 Hafer Rd., Claremont, NC

Accommodations

Tent or RV camping on site near the river. Cost included in registration fee. Sites have elec-

tric and water hook-ups. Shelter with bathroom nearby. (Provisions for showers are being
worked on.)

Holiday Inn Select (approx. 9 miles from retreat location)

104 10th St NW, Conover, NC 28613

828-465-7070

Cost is approx. $124 plus tax

They have a “Grab and Go” Breakfast (Coffee, muffins, English muffins, etc.)

Brushy Mountain Golf Club (approx. 12 miles from retreat location)
300 Golf Course Lane

Taylorsville, NC 28681

Lodges - 828-632-4804

https://www.brushymountaingolf.com/Stay

Cost is approximately $100 per night for up to 4 people. Rooms have microwave, TV, fridge.
Eight (8) of the 10 rooms have been blocked off. If you would like to stay here, call and men-
tion ‘Elizabeth Propst’ for them to release a room to you.

As noted in the schedule, Sunago will take place on the date planned. Instead of
meeting at Christmount this year, we will be meeting at a venue on the river in
Claremont, NC. Our topic will be “LCMS: The Story of Us.” We will be exploring the
history of the LCMS beginning from its founding in the 19" century. (Look out for a
future communication with the schedule and session topics and presenters.) On the
more practical side, information about accommodations and food is attached to this
email. The registration fee is $30 per person. For reservation details or questions,
contact Barry or Elizabeth Propst (call: 828-464-3273; text: 828-468-8865;
email:barrypropst@yahoo.com).

Also, if you are going to be reserving rooms at Brushy Mtn, please ask for Kendra
and mention Elizabeth’s name.

When registering please let us know your Tee Shirt size. We will be having
Tee Shirts made for those attending.

We are asking that everyone bring their own drinks (except water), desserts,
and snacks. The water will be provided.

Also note that three congregations have already volunteered to bring meals
and are currently working out details.
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Friday, July 31, 2020
Dinner: BBQ pork with sauce
Buns
Slaw
Baked beans
Watermelon
Water
(Everything in this meal will be provided.)
Saturday, August 1, 2020
Breakfast: Bacon
Sausage
Scrambled eggs
(These food items will be provided.)
Congregation 1 will bring the following recommended sides:
-grits
-coffee/creamer
-bread/butter
-bagels/cream cheese
-muffins
Lunch: Tacos/taco salads
(The ground beef will be provided.)
Congregation 2 will bring the following recommended items:
-corn chips/taco shells/tortillas
-guacamole
-tomatoes
-lettuce
-onions
-cheese
-salsa/hot sauce
Dinner: Boneless grilled chicken breasts
(The chicken will be provided.) Congregation 3 will bring the following recommended sides:
-potato salad
pasta salad
-cucumber salad/vegetable salads
Sunday, August 2, 2020
Breakfast: Egg casseroles and fruit and any leftover muffins, etc. (All items will be provided.)

Lunch: “Grab and Go” —Sub/gyro sandwich or burgers (to be decided) with chips. Eat on site
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