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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register

in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not
a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT GENESIS 17:1-14

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to
Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be
blameless. And | will make My covenant between Me and you, and
will multiply you exceedingly.” Then Abram fell on his face, and God
talked with him, saying: “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you,
and you shall be a father of many nations. No longer shall your name
be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for | have made
you a father of many nations. | will make you exceedingly fruitful; and
| will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. And | will
establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants
after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God
to you and your descendants after you. Also | give to you and your
descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the
land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and | will be their God.”

And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My cove-
nant, you and your descendants after you throughout their genera-
tions. This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you
and your descendants after you: Every male child among you shall be
circumcised; and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your fore-
skins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. He
who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, every male
child in your generations, he who is born in your house or bought with
money from any foreigner who is not your descendant. He who is
born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be
circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting
covenant. And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised
in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people;
he has broken My covenant.”

EPISTLE COLOSSIANS 2:9-15

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you
are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.

In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made with-
out hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the cir-
cumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, in which you also
were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised
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Him from the dead. And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He
has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting
of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, hav-
ing nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of
them, triumphing over them in it.

HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 2:21
And when eight days were completed for the circumcision of the Child, His name was called JESus,
the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.
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