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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not

a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT
And God spoke all these words, saying:

EXODUS 20:1-17

‘I am the LoRD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage.

“You shall have no other gods before Me.

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of any-
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve
them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those
who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and
keep My commandments.

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the
LorbD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.

“‘Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor
and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD
your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter,
nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your
stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the LORD made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed
it.

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon
the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

“You shall not murder.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

“You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox,
nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”

EPISTLE ROMAN 6:1-11

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?
Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, cer-
tainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this,
that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who
has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe
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that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no
longer has dominion over Him.

For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.

Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:17-26

“Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill.

For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the
law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the king-
dom of heaven. For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Phar-
isees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of
the judgment.’ But | say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judg-
ment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, “You fool! shall
be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has some-
thing against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and
then come and offer your gift. Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adver-
sary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. Assuredly, | say
to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.
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SAINT MARY MAGDALENE-July 22
Mary Magdalene has been identified (probably mistakenly) with
the repentant sinner who anointed Jesus’ feet (Luke 7:36-50) and
with the sister of Martha of Bethany. What is more certain is that
Jesus cured her of possession of seven demons, that she was
present at the crucifixion and burial, and that she was a principal
witness to the resurrection. In the gospels of Mark and John she
is the first to see the risen Christ. July 22nd is observed by both the
East and the West.

Is Sunday, July 30th Right After Worship Service.
Plan on staying for some good food. Please bring a dish
&% to share.

If You Are A Visitor We welcome you to Our Redeemer. Please sign
the guest book in the church narthex. Thank you.

WEEKLY EVENTS

Today (16 July)
10:30AM Divine Service
11:45AM Coffee Hour

Tue (18 July)
10:00AM Matins & Bible Study

Sat. (22 July)
6-8PM Office of the Keys/Confession

Sun. (23 July)

9:00AM  Adult Bible Study
10:30AM Divine Service
11:45AM Coffee Hour

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Ken & Kelly Tucker
Acolyte::  Paul Moeller

Serving Next Sunda
Altar Guild: Holly Flanscha

Acolyte: Arthur Kolle

While the psalmist urges us to "make a joy-
ful noise to the Lord", he did NOT mean cell
phone ringtones, children's noisy toys or other
modern electronic marvels. Rather, these
should be SILENT while we lift our voices and
hearts in worship through song and prayer to
our Lord. Please see that all cell phones, toys
and anything else that might disrupt our wor-
ship are turned off.

PLEASE COMPLETE A COMMUNION CARD. Fill
in the names of only those who are commun-
ing and hand it to the usher. You can fill out
one per family.

NURSERY RooM is available for children
under 5 years of age who are having
difficulty the service. There is also a
rocking chair in the room. The room

also has speakers in it to hear the service.

FRoOM THE BOARD OF FINANCE

Attendance July 9................. 108
General Fund Income................ $6147.00
Building Fund....................cooc. $120.00
General Fund weekly difference from

Budget ..o $1646.17

The annual budget adopted by the Voters'
assembly requires weekly giving of
$4500.83 to sustain it.

Thank you for your Contributions.

DAILY LECTIONARY

16 July - Psalm 42 & 1 Kings 18-20
17 July - Psalm 43 & 1 Kings 21-22
18 July - Psalm 44 & 2 Kings 1-3
19 July - Psalm 45 & 2 Kings 4-6
20 July - Psalm 46 & 2 Kings 7-9
21 July - Psalm 47 & 2 Kings 10-12
22 July - Psalm 48 & 2 Kings 13-15

ALTAR FLOWERS today are given
to the glory of God by Lisa Smith

Birthdays This Week
%.QW 'M@d. Marci Kay Cornwell 7/14

........ ‘ " Kaitlyn Glassley 7/15
William Buehler 7122
Joe Heron 7122

Wedding Anniversaries This Week
Joe & Anna Heron 7/22

If we have missed anyone’s birthday
or anniversary, please let us know.



Mark Your Calendars For Voters Assembly Meeting will be
next Sunday, August 20th right after worship service. Our Church
Constitution requires us to hold voters meetings semi-annually.
All voting members are urged to attend., so we can have quorum.

Voters Meeting

All Ladies Of The Church are invited to a party around the pool at Lisa
Smith’s house Saturday, August 5th from 4PM to 7PM. Please bring a dish to
share. Swimming, talking and eating are on the agenda. Her Address is: 5306
Sierra Ct, Fayetteville, NC . See you there.

We Are In the Process Of Updating Our Church Directory:
&£ There are several draft copies on the table in the narthex. Please
z take a look and note any changes related to your families infor-
[ apddte mation. If you do not see your family information, please add it.
We will make the changes to our master copy and have updated
S copies available for everyone soon. Thank you.

LWML would like to again support the Cumberland County Depart-
ment of Social Services Foster Care Back-to-School Supply Drive for
2023-2024.

Suggested Supplies:
Binders
Composition Books
Crayons
Glue Sticks (non-toxic)
Highlighters
Loose-leaf paper
Pencil cases
Pencils
Pencil Sharpeners
Pens
Rulers
Spiral Notebooks
Tissues

If you don’t want to purchase the above items and want to do-
nate money instead you can do so. Just make your check out to
LWML & note on check (backpack school supplies). We ask that
you have the supplies here by Sunday, August 6th.Thank you



