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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and
the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not

a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our
Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

OLD TESTAMENT EZEKIEL 34:11-16

‘For thus says the Lord Gob: “Indeed | Myself will search for
My sheep and seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock
on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will | seek out My
sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scat-
tered on a cloudy and dark day. And | will bring them out from the
peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to
their own land; | will feed them on the mountains of Israel, in the
valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country. | will feed
them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high moun-
tains of Israel. There they shall lie down in a good fold and feed in
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. | will feed My flock, and |
will make them lie down,” says the Lord Gob. ‘I will seek what was
lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and
strengthen what was sick; but | will destroy the fat and the strong,
and feed them in judgment.”

EPISTLE 1 PETER 2:18-25

Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only
to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. For this is commend-
able, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suf-
fering wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for
your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer,
if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. For to this
you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that you should follow His steps: “Who committed no sin,
Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; who, when He was reviled,
did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but
committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; who Himself
bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to
sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were
healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but have now re-
turned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Holy Gospel on reverse side

DIVINE SERVICE
Setting Two

OO T~
Hymn of Invocation................. #468
Confession & Absolution......... p.167

SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit.........cooeeiiiiiins Psalm 23
The Kyrie.........cooiviiiiiii, p.168
Hymn of Praise...................... p.171

The Collect
Old Testament

Gradual..........c.ocen.o... Psalm 23:1-2

Epistle
Collect for the Epistle

Alleluia Verse .........ccccevvieeeenns p.173

Holy Gospel
Collect for the Holy Gospel

Hymn of the Day.................... #710
SERMON

Nicene Creed ..........cccceeeeennnnn. p.174

Prayer of the Church................ p.175

Offering/Offertory................... #488

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

(p177)
Sanctus.......ccoooiiiiiiiiii p.178
The Lords Prayer.................. p.179
The Words of Our Lord.......... p.179

Peace is shared
Distribution
#475, #636
TeDeum .........cocvviiinienennn. p.223
Prayer........coooiiiiiiieee p.183
Benediction ...........cccccc p.183
Closing Hymn.......... #518 v. (1,15,3)

Announcements



HOLY GOSPEL JOHN 10:11-18

‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is
not the shepherd, one who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a hireling and
does not care about the sheep. | am the good shepherd; and | know My sheep, and am known by My
own. As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father; and | lay down My life for the sheep. And
other sheep | have which are not of this fold; them also | must bring, and they will hear My voice; and
there will be one flock and one shepherd.

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because | lay down My life that | may take it again. No one takes it
from Me, but | lay it down of Myself. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it again. This
command | have received from My Father.”

Worship Bulletin
For
April 23, 2023
Misericordias Domini




