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Our practice of closed communion is the historic
practice of the church. It is prompted by love, both for
God’s Word and for God’s people. It does not deny
that members of other denominations are Chris-
tians. Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's
deep concern for doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and

the Bible’s witness that doctrinal unity is central to the
common reception of this sacrament. For this rea-
son, guests who desire to commune are asked to
speak with the pastor before the service.

Elders or the Pastor.

Each Saturday evening from 6-8PM Pastor Rappe
avails himself for private confession and absolution,
that which the historical Lutheran Church refers to as
the third Sacrament. This is made available to those
whose consciences are burdened and whose hearts
are troubled. No one is forced to make private confes-
sion, as no one is forced to Baptism or the Holy Supper.
Rather, this is the means of God’s gospel to those who
seek Him and the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.

WELCOME! We invite all visitors to sign the guest register
in the narthex and worship with us again. If you are not
a first time visitor and are not communing, please complete
the card located with communion cards in front of the
pews. If you have questions about how to join our church
or study the Scriptures with us, please speak with one of our

OLD TESTAMENT ISAIAH 55:10-13

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,
And do not return there,

But water the earth,

And make it bring forth and bud,

That it may give seed to the sower

And bread to the eater,

So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void,

But it shall accomplish what | please,

And it shall prosper in the thing for which | sent it.
“For you shall go out with joy,

And be led out with peace;

The mountains and the hills

Shall break forth into singing before you,

And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree,
And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree;
And it shall be to the LORD for a name,

For an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

EPISTLE 2 CORINTHIANS 11:19-12:9

For you put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise! For you
put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes
from you, if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face. To our shame |
say that we were too weak for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I speak
foolishly—I am bold also.

Are they Hebrews? So am |. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the
seed of Abraham? So am |. Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a
fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in pris-
ons more frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times | received
forty stripes minus one. Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was
stoned; three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | have been in the
deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of
my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in
the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weari-
ness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often,
in cold and nakedness— besides the other things, what comes upon me
daily: my deep concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and | am not
weak? Who is made to stumble, and | do not burn with indignation?

Epistle continued on reverse side
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If | must boast, | will boast in the things which concern my infirmity. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that | am not lying. In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was
guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but | was let down in a basket
through a window in the wall, and escaped from his hands.

It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. | will come to visions and revelations of the Lord: | know a man
in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body | do not know, or whether out of the body | do not know,
God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And | know such a man—whether in the body or out
of the body | do not know, God knows— how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words,
which it is not lawful for a man to utter. Of such a one | will boast; yet of myself | will not boast, except in my infir-
mities. For though | might desire to boast, | will not be a fool; for | will speak the truth. But | refrain, lest anyone
should think of me above what he sees me to be or hears from me.

And lest | should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was
given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest | be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing | plead-
ed with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly | will rather boast in my infirmities, that the
power of Christ may rest upon me.

HOLY GOSPEL LUKE 8:4-15

And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him from every city, He spoke by a para-
ble: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down,
and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it
lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on
good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, “He who
has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?” And He said, “To you it has been giv-
en to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that seeing they may not
see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the
wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they
should believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with
joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. Now the ones that fell
among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of
life, and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the
word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.
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A great big word of love.

A word that you often hear used in the church is the word

“redemption” (pronounced ree-DEMP-shun). All of the events
in Jesus’ life work together to form God's plan of redemption.

What does “redemption” mean?

The word “redemption” is a very important word used to
describe what Jesus has done for us.
Redemption comes from the root word
“redeem” which means “to buy
back.” God's plan of redemption

was His plan to buy us back k
from sin, death and the power
of the devil. This all happened
when Jesus fulfilled the requirements of
the Law perfectly and died on the cross
in our place. He payed the high price :
for sin, and He bought us back! But He

didn’t stop there. He overcame death

for us and rose from the dead to prove

it! What a great Redeemer we have!

Parents:

What our God has done for us in Jesus reflects the
Fatherly love He has for all people. As parents, we
share this love with our children through the means
our Lord has provided: Word and Sacrament. This is
where we receive the real fruits of redemption.
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Sunday School Notes
Week of: Sunday, February 7, 2021

Season: Epiphany

Today is: The 5th Sunday after Epiphany, also Sexagesima
Sunday. “Sexagesima” is Latin for “sixtieth”.

“Epiphany” is Greek for “to reveal “or “make manifest”. During
this season, we focus on the revelation of “who” Jesus is: true God
and man. The Festival of Epiphany begins with the reading of the
magi’s visit to Jesus, where they present their gifts to the newborn
king, Christ, the Son of God.

Church Paraments: The church paraments are now green.

Epiphany is green, like in the Trinity season. Epiphany's message
of Christ's revelation to the Gentiles calls for the use of green-the
color symbolic of growth.

Sunday School Lesson: Today we learned about Saul in “An En-
emy Converts” (Acts 9:1-31). On the road to Damascus, Saul en-
counters the risen Lord, who converts him from a persecutor of
the Church to its greatest missionary—Paul. God sends Ananias to
lay hands upon the temporarily blinded Saul, baptizing him in the
name of the living God. Despite the disciples’ distrust of Saul’s mo-
tives, Barnabus speaks boldly on Saul’s behalf.

Parents: Saul’s story is an extraordinary example of God
chooses us to be His children, not the other way around. Remind
your children we are born into sin, therefore enemies of God.
However, God chooses us to be His own in Baptism and makes us
a new creation in Christ Jesus, our Savior. His love is perfect!
Bible Verse: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” 2

Corinthians 5:17

Reminders: We welcome children Pre-K through 5" grade
to join Sunday School at 9am.
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WEEKLY EVENTS

Today (7 February)
10:30AM Divine Service
11:45AM Youth Confirmation
11:45AM Coffee Hour

Sat. (13 February)
9:00AM  Men'’s Bible Breakfast
6-8PM Office Of The Keys/Confession

Sun. (14 February)

9:00AM  Sunday School & Adult Bible Study
10:30AM Divine Service

11:45AM Youth Confirmation

11:45AM Church Council Meeting

11:45AM Coffee Hour

Serving Today
Altar Guild: Janet Dyer
Acolyte: Lauren Boileau

Serving Next Sunday
Altar Guild: Terrie & Mike Rehmert

Acolyte: Gavin Williams

While the psalmist urges us to "make a
joyful noise to the Lord", he did NOT

mean cell phone ringtones, children's noisy
toys or other modern electronic marvels.
Rather, these should be SILENT while we
lift our voices and hearts in worship through
song and prayer to our Lord. Please see
that all cell phones, toys and anything else
that might disrupt our worship are turned off.

PLEASE COMPLETE A COMMUNION CARD.

Fill in the names of only those who are
communing and hand it to the usher
as you proceed to the altar.

NURSERY ROOM is available for
Children under 5 years of age who are
having difficulty the service. There is
also a rocking chair in the room. The
room also has speakers in it to hear
the service.

FROM THE BOARD OF FINANCE

Attendance January 31.............c..ceeeee 75
General Fund Income................. $4523.00
Altar Guild.............co $40.00
Building Fund................ $250.00
Nursery Windows Fund.................. $25.00
General Fund weekly difference from
Budget .....cocooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $237.83

The annual budget adopted by the Voters'
assembly requires weekly giving of
$4285.17 to sustain it.

Thank you for your Contributions

DAILY LECTIONARY

07 Feb. - Psalm 64 & Exodus 19-21
08 Feb. - Psalm 65 & Exodus 22-24
09 Feb. - Psalm 66 & Exodus 25-27
10 Feb. - Psalm 67 & Exodus 28-30
11 Feb. - Psalm 68 & Exodus 31-33
12 Feb. - Psalm 69 & Exodus 34-36
13 Feb. - Psalm 70 & Exodus 37-38

ALTAR FLOWERS today
are given to the glory of
RS God by Cheryl Snook in
Mlalﬂowers loving memory of her
father's birthday.

NO MATINS this Tuesday. Pastor will be
out of town at a circuit meeting.

Men’s Bible Breakfast next Saturday,
February 13th at 9:00AM. All men are
invited. Please bring a breakfast dish to
share.

Sunday School Is Looking For Additional Teachers.: We would like
to have a rotating schedule. Please let Darline Rappe know if you are

interested. Thank you for volunteering.

Church Council Meeting next Sunday right after worship service. Open
to the congregation.

Altar Flower Chart for 2021 is hanging up in the church hallway next to
the church office. Please honor a loved one/remember an important event
or celebrate an event by signing up to sponsor flowers. There are still
several Sunday’s available. The price is $40.00 for both bouquets per
Sunday.

From Kim & Randy Steffen for all your prayers, well wishes and
generous gifts you have shown to us during Randy’s iliness. It is
greatly appreciated. Please continue to keep us in your prayers.

Donations Needed: We are so excited to be finished with
the construction of our final renovation project Thank you to

all who helped make this possible. There are a few more items that need
our attention and additional funds. Window blinds have been ordered.

® Upstairs flooring- material and labor.
® Narthex furnishings.
® New efficiency windows for the nursery to be the same as offices.

®  Storage racks for elder robes and coats.
office storage cabinets.

The approximate price for the flooring upstairs is $7,000.00.. This in-
cludes materials, labor, baseboards and installation of baseboards and
tax and freight.

We also need new flooring for the nursery which will cost $1200.00.

If you can help with funds- please memo on your check what you would
like it to go towards. We greatly appreciate your donation



